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Khan was bor in Kairana vlage n Muzafaragar, Ut Pradesh

nily which traced its roots to musician brothers Ghulam Ali and Ghulam Maula. |
er, Kale Khan was the grandson of Ghulam Ali. Karim Khan received training under uncle
dullah Khan and father Kale Khan. He also received guidance from another uncle Nanhe

Khan. Apart from vocals and sarangi, he also learnt Veena (Been), Sitar and Tabla.

According to a story, he was initially a sarangi player, but decided to switch to vocals because of
low status of sarangi players. In early years he used to sing with his brother Abdul Haq. They
appeared before Murtuza Khan of the Maula Bakhsh khandan in order to appear before the
Mahajara and were influenced by Murtuza's style.Baroda ruler was impressed by this singing
duo and made them the court musicians. This is where he met Tarabai Mane, who was the
daughter of Sardar Maruti Rao Mane, a member of the royal family. When they decided to get
married, they were ousted from Baroda. The couple settled down in Bombay. In 1922 Tarabai
Mane left Abdul Karim Khan, which apparently had a major impact on his music - making
it pensive and meditative. Karim Khan's first wife, Gafooran was the sister of another Kirana
master Abdul Wahid Khan, who was also his cousin.

Career

|
Ustad Abdul Karim Khan was invited to the Mysore court where he met famous Carnatic music !
, Carnatic masters which also influenced his music. In particular the singing of his Sargam was a [
l direct influsnce of Carnatic practice. He became a frequent visitor to Mysore Darbar which '
f conferred on him the title Sangeet Ratna. On the way to Mysore he used to stay with his brother
in Dharwad where he taught his most famous disciple Sawai Gandharva. In 1900 for eight
months he taught Kesarbai Kerkar, who would go on to be one of the 20th century's most
renowned vocalists. In 1913 he founded the Arya Sangeet Vidyalaya in Poona to teach
students. He would wholeheartedly teach all his students unlike other family ustads of the era.
He finally settled down in Miraj till his death in 1937 when returning from a concert tour of the
south. Every year in August commemorative music concerts are held in Miraj. The innovations
‘Q D’]’ he brought to his vocal style distinguishes Kirana style from others. The slow melodic
development of the raga in Vilambit laya slow tempo was the most characteristic aspect of his
/] music. He worked hard to maintain his voice to be sweet and melodious which shaped his
music. The thumri style he developed as also quite different from the Poorab ang or Punjabi
ang. His thumri progresses in a leisurely languor with ample abandonment. He was also the first
Hindustani musician to seriously study the Carnatic system and probably the first to be invited to
\ % q 3 sing all over the south. He has even recorded a Thyagaraja Krithi. He was also influenced by
Rehmet Khan of the Gwalior gharana and adopted the direct style of presentation.

R — i
His some popular disciples were Rambhau Kundagolkar (Sawai Gandharva), Balkrishna
Kapileshwari, Roshanara Begum, Sureshbabu Mane, Dashrath Mule, Vishwanathbuwa Jadhav,
Ustad Waheed Khan, Hafizulla Khan, Mahmood Khan, Mashkoor Ali Khan, Arshad Al etc.

Scanned by CamScanner



_ grand tabla player at the court of the Maharaja of Karauli. His
~ elder brother, Munir Khan, was a well-known sarangi player. He was first taught sarangi Lk

and vocal music. His initial Tabla training was under Ustad Hidayat Khan. He also "
learned from the late Ustad Inam Ali Khan of the Delhi gharana of Tabla. Ustad Faiyaz
Khan also studied south indian rhythms from a master of the barrel drum mridangam,
Ramnad Ishwaran.

He began his career as a staff artist of All India Radio Jaipurin 1955. In 1958, he

moved to Delhi to join All India Radio there. He retired from regular radio service in
1993.

He regularly accompanied many great stalwarts and frequently performed as a soloist
as well. He also travelled the world extensively, from performances at the festival
of Shiraz, Iranto a solo recital at Queen Elizabeth Hall in London, and numerous
performances in Australia, the United States and Europe.

Khan had the rare opportunity of accompanying three generations of musicians: from
the great masters of yesteryear, such as Bade Ghulam Ali Khan, Amir Khan, Hafiz Ali
Khan, Begum Akhtar, Gangubai Hangal, Pannalal Ghosh, Siddheshwari
Devi, Mallikarjun Mansur, the generation of artists like Pandit Ravi Shankar, Ali Akbar
Khan, Nikhil Banerjee, Vilayat Khan, Sharan Rani, Parween Sultana, Amjad Al
Khan, Hariprasad = Chaurasia, Bhimsen  Joshi, Pandit  Jasraj, Pandit  Shivkumar
Sharma, Ajoy Chakraborty etc., to younger artists much his junior in age. 1

He taught for a year in 1985 at the Washington University and, since 1992, taught at
the Rotterdam Conservatory regularly. Further regular teaching for a period of 20 years
after his retirement took place at Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Delhi, India.

He died on 12 November in New Delhi, at the age of 80. e
: ' 12
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